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Those who do not recognize the importance of the establish- ,

ment of Medinar Yisrae! (the Stare of Istacll give several reasons.
The first argument raised is that non-observant Jews led the

movements which culminated in the establishment of the State.

They argue that the resulis of such i
bhisngg_g@_ significance for the Jewish people. These results must be

considered not a step towards geulah (redemption), but rather a step

away from geulah.
A second argument is that inasmuch as galus, exile, is a penalty

for abandonment of the Torah, it follows that any salvation_or

( deliverance can take place only as a result of ¢ ’shuvah (return to the
Torah). The Zionist movements, however, did not originate as part
and parcel of a universal Jewish movement of repentance,

A'third argument against the significance of the Medinab is that
the: State of Israel came into being through natural processes.
According to the opinion of some rabbis — though I think they
constitute a very small minority of g'dolei Yisrael (great Jewish

* leaders) within the last fifty years — any form of geulah must take
place in a metanatural fashion.

Chapter seven of the second book of Kings has bearing on all

~Athese arguments. Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom of
Israel, was besieged by the mighty armies of Syria and was in the
throes of famine. Ordinary food was unobtainable and articles of

#465 P.OO6

L WTRY 77 TBTD7 OYIRT QPRY ) -
$WTR 773 QYR B9 et food which, under normal circumstances, would have been

considered repulsive were obtainable only at outrageous prices.
"LQ;Samaria seemed doomed.

——

- Desperate as the situation of the inhabitants of Samaria was,
\YV ] the condition of the four outcasts was infinitely worse. According
to our Sages, these four outcasts were none other than Gechazi and
his three sons, who were afflicted with leprosy as a penalty for
‘? 'ﬁlﬂ. \éfkﬂ, }\heir spiritual heresy. The Rambam in his Commentary on the ,
LO W C l\ Mishnah in the last chapter of Sanhedrin describes them as cynics
(3 g L\'\}& d\l\ and scoffers. Ostracized by the city because of their malady, they
Log(_ - faced certain death by starvation. Consequently, they decided to
J\ (c/"s surrender to the Syrians. At worst, they might be put to death

- ‘(5'7‘ 10 q)\Pimmediater, which would be much better than starving. At best,
their lives might be spared. They had nothing to lose and everything
to gain,

As they approached the camp of the armies of Syria, they
beheld a miraculous spectacle — the camp was empty, and on
vl\ every side there were signs of a panicky flight. In their haste, the
Syrian soldiers had abandoned everything: tents, horses, an

abundance of food and weapons, and precious stones and metals.

The four lepers went from tent to tent, taking these precious objects
ahd hiding them. But as soon as they finished providing for their

(,0 own needs, their consciences began to prick them, and they said,
“We are not deporting ourselves properly. This is a day of good
tidings. We are not allowed to be passive. If we tarry till the next
morning, we will be guilty of an unforgivable sin.” Consequently,
they entered the city of Samaria and conveyed the good tidings to
S the inhabitants. We thus see that the miracle of the deliverance of
all the inhabitants of Samaria was carried out through the medium

of four lepers: physical lepers, yes, but above all, spiritual lepers.
The first argument, as to how any relief for the Jewish people

could be realized through the medium of apikorsim (non-believers),
can easily be rebutted by the precedent of the deliverance accorded
the people of Samafia THron € medium of the four lepers. This.
episode shows that io JEW can be excluded feom e grace of Gad,
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tat Yisrael af al pi Shéchata, Yisrael hu — a Jew, even though he
has sinned, remains a Jew, and that there is an innate tendency

towards altruism even in the heart of spiritual lepers. It aiso shows
that God does not exclnde any Jew from salvation and He may
therefore designate even spiritual outcasts as the messengers of
&9 relief and deliveranceTor the people of Israel. Consequently, we
cannot ignore the significance of the establishment of the State of
o/ Isr#€l simply Because JEws who stand a substantial distance from
r any form of observance of mitzvos were at the forefront of founding
the State. Perhaps the fact that nonobservant Jews are in the
il forefront today is a penalty for Orthodox Jewry’s failure to play -
the most important part in the formation of the State
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